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SOPANIIE SOT 


The place which does not melt 


Auyuittug National Park was created in 1972 to preserve a 
unique arctic wilderness of perpetual ice, jagged mountain peaks, 
deep valleys and spectacular fjords. 


At the heart of the park is the ma: 
eliciers are still actively shaping the land. The park protects 
muny species of arctic animals and birds, and a rich sea life 
abounds in the coustal waters. 


ive Penny lee Cap, whose 


The park was known as Ballin Island National Park until 

~ February 1975 when Parks Canada chose a new name in 
consultation with the Inuit of acighbouring communities. 

_ “Auyuittug? is an Inuit word meaning “the place which does 
not melt 


cNorthwest Territories 5 
ye 


Auyuittug National Park lies on the Arctic Circle, 2,400 km 
~ (1,500 mi) northeast of Montreal on the Cumberland 
_ Peninsuls of Baffin Island. IU is Canada’s northernmost national 
park and has an area of 21,470 sq km (8,290 sq mi). 


Ve The shape of the land 


Much of the park is part of the Penny Highlands, whose peaks of 

H Precambrian granite reach 2,100 m (7,000 ft) high, Dominating 

the highlands is the Penny [ee Cap, 5,100 sq km (2,200 sq mi) 
of solid ice, a remnant of the last Ice Age. 

Glaciers spawned by the ice cup Now. majestially into 

“the surrounding valleys. The largest is Coronation Glacier, a river 
of ice 32, km (20 mi) long and 3 km (2 mi) wide. 


During hundreds of thousands of years several glaciations have 
ed out deep U-shaped valleys, Pangnirtung Pass is an 

> jent’ example. This valley is 97 km (60 mi) long and forms 

fan ice-free trough through the mountains, joining Cumberland 
Sound with Davis Strait. Its highest point is Summit Lake, 

~ 400) (1,400/Th) above sea level: 


Along the coast, the glaciers have incised the valley floors 
below present sea level, forming Gords. These deep and narrow 
inlets are the more impressive for their vertical walls up 

(0 900m) (3,000 ft) high. 
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Climate ~A-Sovos Plant life 


AChigh altitudes, the only plants found are hardy lichens, mosses 
and urctie heather. On the valley floors there is more variety: cotton 
grass, Labrador tea, sedges, and the dwarf willow, rarely 
reaching 30 cm (I ft) high. About 100 plant species have been 
counted in Pangnirtung Pass, 


‘The polar marine climate of Baffin Island means long cold 
winters and short cool summers. Because it straddles the Arctic 
Circle, the park experiences total darkness in mid-winter 
and)24 hours of daylight from May through July. 


The sky ts often cloudy in late summer. The weather from day to 


chy, sieeorenmely untl winter SunUTne “Mae Ito i During ‘nts and July, aeucflowers suchiasithe white Mountain 
tangs erin Eran aL rer373 a Ayens, yellow arctic poppy and purple saxifrage burs! 
re inp cco) illkbelatstrongoreezel bowing ii bloom turningithe rock, desert into) a brigh(ly/coloured|rock 
AUPangnirtung, the average maximum temperature in January is garden. 
=23.°C, the average minimum is —30 °C, The warmest month, 
July, his a mean high of 11 °C and a mean low of 4°C. KIT 
Wildlife 


The average annual rainfall is 17 em (7 i 
is 221 cm (87 in.). 


average snowfall 
The sparse tundra vegetation supports few animal species. The 
lemming ts an important link in U relic food chain. Itis a brown 
mammal {wo to three times as big as a mouse. Lemmings 
increase in numb i about every four years. Their 
predators — weasel, arctic fox and snowy owl — vary in 
number in the same four-year cycle. Owl Valley was so named 
because scientists saw many snowy owls there during 1953, 
a high lemming yew 


Other manymals include the polar bear, arctic hare and, rarely, 
{he burren-ground caribou 


In contrast with the land animals, sea life is plentiful. 
The most common marine mammal is the rin, seal. Also found 
are the harp and bearded seal, the beluga or white whale, 
and the Antic walrus. The narwhal, a species of small 
whale, is seen at times off the cast coast 


Over 40 species of birds may be seen in the park, including 
Canada geese, plarmigan, snowy owls, cider, ducks, ravens and 
glaucous gulls. The peregrine falcon and pyr falcon are 

Iwo rare birds found in the park 


Inuit and whalers: 


Ballin Island has been the home of the Inuit for thousands of 
years. Archaeologists have unearthed stone tools of the Pre-Dorset 
and Dorset people (2000 B.C to 1300 A.D.) and houses 
of the HWE Asan (1000 A.D. to 1800 A.D.). The stone walls of 
the houses of these ancestors of the Inuit can be seen 
along the coast and on the islands of Davis Strait. 


Summit) Lake in Pangnirtung’ Pass 
Le lac Summit dans le col de Pangniiung 
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John Davis, the first European to explore the area, named 
the Cumberland Peninsula in 1585. William Penny sailed 
around the coast in 1840 and reported a great many whales. 
This attracted Scottish whalers, who founded a settlement at 
Kivitoo, 50 km (31 mi) northwest of Broughton Island. 

The whalers abandoned the settlement about 1925, leaving the 
squire tron vats they used for boiling down whale blubber. 
Visitors can still see these vats on the beach at Kivitoo, 


Scientific investigation of the park area began in 1884 with Franz 
Boas’ classic study of Inuit customs. Later explorations 

include J, D. Soper’s crossing of Pangnirtung Pass in 1925 and the 
1953 Baflin| Island Expedition which studied the Penny 

Ice Cap and Highway, Glacier. 


The two Inuit settlements near the park are Pangnirtung 
(population 800) and Broughton Island (population 350). 
Pangnirtung is less isolated than formerly, with regular air service 
to Frobisher Bay and an earth station for satellite 
communications. 


Owl River valley 
La vallée de lu rivitre Owl 
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What to do 


Those seeking an exciting arctic experience will find itin the 
grandeur and isolation of Auyuittug National Park. Activities 
include skiing, fishing, nature study, photography, hiking 

and climbing 


Winter recreation: April, May and early June is the ideal time 
for winter activities such as snowmobiling, cross-country skiing and 
snowshoeing. During these months the temperature is warming 
up but the snow still has a hard surface. This is also the 

lime to make caches of provisions and heavy equipment using 
skisplane or snowmobile. Until early May it is possible 

to travel the length of Pangnirtung Pass by snowmobile. 


Fishing: The high tides of Cumberland Sound mak 
tidewater fishing for the prized arctic char. This del 
fish is plentiful in the ords of Baflin Island, It is also found in 
yarying abundance in the interior lakes and rivers. The best 
fishing months are July and August. Boats may be rented from local 
people. Fishermen must have a Territorial angling licence, 
Which may be bought locally. 


Nature study: Because of the variety of plantand animal species, 
the park offers a fine opportunity to study arctic ecology. 

And amateur geologists would have a true field day: the park 
has textbook examples of a landscape sculpted by glaciation. 


Photography: The subjects for photography are inniely varied, 
from the 2,000 m1 (6,600 ft) towers of ML. Asgard to a community of 
wildflowers watered by a glacial stream. The flight from 
Pangnirtung to Broughton Island gives a spectacular bird’s-cye 
View of Pangnirtung Pass and the Penny Ice Cap. 


Hiking: Most visitors to the park come for the first-hand 
experience of nature that hiking brings. The difficult terrain and 
changeable weather demand considerable outdoor experience, 
equipment designed for arctic conditions and careful planning. The 
best time for hiking is late June'to early September, when the 
valley Moors are snow-free. 


Pungnirtung Pass has all the ingredients of a great hiking 
challenge: gravel flats, boulder-strewn moraines, glacial tongues, 
und icy streams to be forded. On this terrain, a hiker is 
doing well to cover 3 km (2 mi) in an hour. 


eg 
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Oyerlord campground is located on the Weasel River delta. 
From there a hiking trail leads to Summit Lake. Five shelters are 
placed at strategic locations in Pangnirtung Pass. Each 
shelter holds a first aid kit and three are equipped with 
radiotelephones. A sixth shelter is found) at the head of Quajon 
Fjord, 50 km (31 mi) west of Broughton Island 


The crack of falling rock is often heard as the freeze-thaw cycle 
oosens rock on the valley rim: Rock slides happen in well-defined 
corridors, and the base of such a corridor is no place to make camp. 


The hiker’s equipment should include lightweight camping gear, 
warm, windproof clothing, stout hiking boots, a campstove, 
matches, maps, compass and first-aid kit, Fuel and freeze-dried 
food may be bought in Pangnirtung and Broughton Island. 

‘A walking stick doubles asia probe to locate shallow points when 
fording streams. Also recommended are running shoes for 
Crossing streams and a lightweight rainsuit, 


Finally, for your own safety, do not travel alone, 


Mountain climbing: Peaks such as Mount Asgard, Mount Odin 
and Téte Blanche, rising 1.500 m to 2,000 m (5,000 ft to 6,600 ft) 
from the valley floors, have drawn climbers [rom France, 

Italy, Japan, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. as well as 
North America. By 1973 most of the peaks close to 
Pangnirtung Pas Rad been climbed at least once. The ideal 
climbing months are June and July when there is no darkness. 
In July the glaciers are covered with wet snow and slush 

pools, which make movement tedious without skis or snowshoes. 
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How to get there 


A regular jet service connects Montréal to Frobisher Bay. 
290 km (180'mi) from the park, with connecting fights to 
Pungnirtung and Broughton Island, 


The 31 km (19 mi) trip from Pangnirtung to the head of 
Pangnirtung Fjord can be made by Inuit freighter canae,.by 
snowmobile, or on foot. Boat travel is possible when the sea ice 
breaks up, roughly in early July at Pangnirtung and 
in carly August at Broughton Island, 


Inuit guides are available and snowmobiles and boats may be 
rented, Visitors may also fly in by light aircraft, subject 
to park regulations: 


Park regulations 


The attraction of Auyuittug National Park lies in its essential 
wildness, To preserve this environment, automobiles, hovercraft or 
other all-terrain vehicles are not permitted. Aircraft may 
land'to drop off parties and equipment if the park superintendent 
approves the dropoff points in advance. Only fuel for 
relurn flights may be stored at such points and empty fuel drums 
must be flown out. 


Camping is limited when possible to gravel bars or marked 
campsites. Garbage which can not be burned must be carried out of 
iS es Burying refuse is not permitted’ because it does not 
readily decompose. 


In order to preserve all aspects of the environment for fulure 
generations, it is not permitted to collect specimens of rock, 
Vegetation or wildlife: this includes bones, fossils and other 
urtifacts. Scientific parties should apply to the Director, 
Québec Region, Parks Canada, for information on collection 
permits. 


For their protection and safety, all visitors must register at the 
Park Administration Office in Pangnirtung or Broughton Island, 
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Where to get information 


For more information contact: 


The Superintendent 
Auyuittug National Park 
Pangnirtung, N.W.T. X0A ORO 


or: The Director, Québec Region 
Parks Canada 
Box 9578 
1141 Route de VEglise 
Ste-Foy, Qué. GIV 4C2 


Topographic maps at a scale of 1;250,000 are available from the 


Map Distribution Office 

Department of Energy, Mines and Resources 
615 Booth St. 

Ottawa, Ont, KIA 0E9. 


The map sheets of the park area are 261, 26), 26N, 260, 26P, 27A, 
27B and 16M. 


These maps are also available at Information Canada bookstores. 


Information on commercial accommodation, transportation 
and outfitters may be obtained| from the Northwest 
Territories tourist office. Write to: 


Travel Arctic 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. X1A 2L9. 
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Mount Asgard 
Le mont Asgard 
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